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January 1, 1938 


By Way Of Reminder 


The following titles - already reported - should be checked for your MUST BOOKS for 
the next month:- 


Jamuary 10 - Robert Nathan's WINTER IN APRIL (Knopf) reported on page §37 


January 13 - Negley Parson's TRANSGRESSOR IN THE TROPICS (Harcourt, Brace) see 
page 557 


January 17 - Bruce Leckhart's A SON OF SCOTLAND (Putnam) -— see page 557 
January 21 - Sinclair Lewis' THE PRODIGAL PARENTS (Doubleday, Doran) ~ see page 501 
Watch the fortnightly calendar for high spot books (already reported) and dark horses. 


The current bulletin contains no fiction titles which we feel justified in reporting 
as MUST BOOKS. Mary Ellen Chas¢'s exquisite DAWN IN LYONESSE (Macmillan) is a nov- 
elette, for a special market. THE SWORD AND THE ROSE by A. W, Smith (Little, Brown) 
has potentialities. Among the mysteries, THE SIMPLE WAY OF POISON by Leslie Ford 
(Parrar & Rinehart); the new Agatha Christ te ~ DEATH ON THE NILE (Dodd, Mead) rank 
tops. See reports below. 





PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


January 10 


March-Phillipps, G. SPORTING PRINT * putton 


A good story, but the reader interest depends to a large degree on ah in- 
itial interest in fox hunting, in horses and dogs, or on general enthusiasm for any 
outdoor book against the English countryside background. Both the romance and the 
characterigations are closely intertwined with a familiarity with ‘hunting, for this 
is the story of Victor Greenwood, Master of the Hunt, erratic, a genius of sorts, who 
leads his staff, his friends and his wife a mad chase. The scene shifts from the 
Shires to new hunting country down in the west of England, and there is a note of 
authenticity in the technical side that will make it sure sale for your sporting 
customers, $2.50 


January 13 


Ward, Mary Jane THE WAX APPLE Duttoa 


Somewhat comparable to James Farrell, without his crude power and virility. 
“Treatment and types are similar, and market doubtless much the same. Story of in- 
terrelated lives of two families living under one roof, Ambition, realized and 
frustrated, the depression and its effect on the people itivolved, love and sex and 
the compromises of life - young and old ~ against a background of Chicago lower 
middle class. $2.50 
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January 21 


Smith, A. W. THE SWORD AND THE ROSE Little, Brown 


The camera-eye focussed on the Hereford regiment in India, primarily on the 
officers of that regiment. Solid reading ~ adventure, romance, chivalry (20th century 
version) - and its reverse, providing variety for every taste. The story is told 
chiefly in dialogue, which is clever and exceedingly well done and evidence of a keen 
ear for the characteristics of various locales, There's nothing startlingly new in 
the ingredients of the story, but it is adroitly told and ‘holds the interest through 
over 400 pages of fairly solid reading. $2.50 


3] 
January +< 


Frischauer, Paul A GREAT LORD Random House 


* Good tale, presumably based on factual evidence of’ the existence of an heir 
to Napoleon in the person of a son born to a Folish noblewoman (prior to Walewska), 
who later married the Pole who was engaged to her at the time Napoleon seduced her. 
Her husband used ‘her equivocal position to play politics, now on the Polish side, now 
the Russian, and ultimately she turned traitor to him, and told Napoleon what he was 
doing. Too late —~ his machinations contributed to the fall of the man ‘he hated, and 
finally to her death in the flames of Vilna. Full of contemporary politics, but first 
rate entertainment, and should tie in with market of So Great A Man and audience for 


Conquest. $2.50 


January 24 
Davies, Rhys f A TIME TO LAUGH Stackpole Sons 


A novel dealing with English labor problems, round and about the South 
Wales mining districts at the turn of the century, Somewhat the sort of background 
and treatment as in Jack Jones’ Unfinished journey (Oxford), and with the same sort 
of market. The story of a boy gently raised, who rebels against the ease of ‘his life, 
studies medicine, and goes among the miners to work. His own set turns on him and _ 
tries to wreck him. The story shows the bravery, stupidity, compromises of everyone, 
from owners to lowest grade of miners, There's a rather charming love story with a 
girl of the miners. A book of primary interest for its study of social conditions 
at the time, the ‘handling of the setting and characters ring true, and the humor is 


a relief. $2.50 


January 27 


Haines, E. Irvine THE EXQUISITE SIREN Lippincott 


(Reported November 15, 1937. Postponed from 12/2/37 to 2/27/38). "An his- 
torical novel dealing with the career of Peggy Shippen, secret agent for the British 
during the Revolution. In love with André, she works with him on various assignments, 
but is forced to marry Benedict Arnold for political reasons and is unable to save 
André when he is captured. Based on historical fact, it yet reads as lively and en- 
tertaining fiction. Not top ranking, but much better than adequate." $2.50 


January 94 3// 7 
Lucas, F. L. THE WOMAN CLOTHED WITH THE SUN: ‘And Other Stories Simon & Schuster 
Ten short stories, amazingly well written, but highly intellectual in their 
appeal, and dependent, for the most part, on a sound factual and historical backg round 
for thorough enjoyment. They span the years from 53 A.D. to 1995, andcover various 
countries,--Italy, France, Scotland, Greece. Wellsian flavor in End of World. go.50 
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February 32 
Walworth, Alice LOST RIVER Dodd, Mead 


The story of twisted fortunes in love and marriage among a group of close 
friends brought up together not far from New Orleans, and living ~ with the excep- 
tion of one family - in plantation homesstill suffering from war and its aftermath. 
Not a profound book, but good romance, in convincing setting, written with a certain 
charm and fluency. A book which will appeal more to women than to men readers. Ex- 


cellent for the light romance with not-too-happy an ending, for rental libraries. | 
$2.50 


Farrell, M. J. THE RISING TIDE Macmillan 


Ireland again ~ closer to the norm in characterization than her previous 
books which verged on the abnormal (Devoted Ladies—'34; Full House-'35). There is 
less of her rather brittle humor, more of the psychological aspects of ‘her plot. 
She writes of a family of sisters, with one brother who alone has escaped the domi- 
nance of his mother and the house which enshrouds them all. He marries, and pre- 
Cipitates a storm in the midst through his young wife, who, seemingly acquiescent, 
goes her own way, and makes her own laws, jsradually winning the allegiance of the 
one rebel among the girls, the younsest daughter. The war widows her; the fight 
against the mother-in-law and the house goes on. As the years pass, she becomes 
promiscuous, casual, hard - but at the close of the book, rises triumphant over her 
son's gesture back towards the house dominance she has virtually crushed. A strange 
but eminently readable -— though not often pleasant —- story. $2.50 


Februar) 17 


Thompson, Edward BURMESE SILVER Dutton 


Part adventure, part dependent on atmosphere for interest, this story of 
men at the end of their rope seeking new channels in the struggle for English con- 
cessions in silver and jade in Burma. The central figure is an Anglo-Indian civil 
service official, condemned to shortterm of life by disease, and feeling that he 
has so little to live for that the risk is nil, he plunges into the problem, count— 
ing on his former friendship with the potentate of the province for an entree. There 
is a certain dry wisdom in the picture of the natives, and a note of authenticity in 
the picture of the unnatural life. A book that should fit in the class of straight 
adventure, were the interest better sustained, but that is somewhat dullish at times. 

$2.50 


February 24 


Wright, Constance THEIR SHIPS WERE BROKEN Dutton 


Historical fiction with the setting China 100 years ago, and the back- 
ground of English and American pioneer trading. A varied gallery of merchants 
steeped in luxur}, dependent on opium traffic for quick riches, on missionaries, 
ship captains, young adventurers creating their own excitement, and an interesting 
picture of the period when laws prevented the penetration of the country, and when 
an investigation. preceded the closinij down of the opium traffic, There is romance 
and adventure, against a new backirop. Readable tale of fairly wide appeal. $2.50 
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March § 
Chase, Mary Ellen DAWN IN LYONESSE Macmillan 
* (Reported October 1, 1937. Postponed from 11/9/37 to 3/8/38). “A novel- 


ette - a book for a plus sale market. An effective piece of work, quiet, simple, 
poetic. Ellen at the Inn at Tintagel, Cornwall, finds her life dominated by tihe 
old legends which surround ‘her, in particular the haunting legend of Tristram and 
Isolde. Her one regret is her inability to share her perception and new found 
appreciation with her sweetheart, and when eventually she gets her wish, it is 
through a method of fulfillment that ‘heals while it wounds. Exquisitely handled -— 
a book for keenly perceptive and discriminating readers." This is the sort of book 
the appreciative bookman can sell on personal recommendation. $1.75 


March ii 





Ayres, Ruby M. THERE WAS ANOTHER Doubleday, Doran 





An Enoch Arden theme. Child marriage - no consummation - the husband 
reported dead from India. Five years later the still very youthful bride that was 
no bride becomes engaged to the strong fine hero, when the husband reappears. Terror 
seals ‘her lips; blackmail, abduction, etc. etc. confuse the issue. But in the end, 
Fate plays into her hands, the villain is killed, and the he-man stands by. Rental 
library drip. $2.00 


Dekker, Maurits BEGGAR'S REVOLT Doubleday, Doran 


May ‘I confess I was (1) confused and (2) bored by this so-called novel of 
the revolt of the Netherlands from their Spanish overlords and Papal rule. The story 
is thinly spun, with overmany characters and little central focus, against a back~ 
ground of little-known historical events dealing with the Spanish Inquisition in 
Holland, the French-Spanish wars, the supervision of Margaret of Parma and the 
undercurrent of unrest and discontent and fear and jealousy and plots and counter- 
plots. Perhaps a brief foreword giving a survey of the interrelation of the church 
and state, of Spain and France and The Netherlands and Flanders, of the historical 
characters whose part in the picture is taken for granted would help clarify it for 
the readers, Translated from the Dutch by Irene Clephane and David Hallett. $2.50 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


Note: The Virginia Swain novel reported in the last issue, is to be given its title 
by contest among booksellers, details regarding which were not available when we last 
went to press. A prize of $25.00 is offered, and the title must be in the first mail 
January 10th. The publishers reserve the right not to use the title submitted, but 
to give prize. Write Farrar & Rinehart for details, or see December 25 Publishers» 
Weekly. 


vomary <7 2/10/38 


MeCleery, James & Penfield, Thos. REWARD! (game) Simon & Schuster 


Mystery game, to be played by two to eight players. A set of incidents 
to be given each player, with established rewards or penalties according to right 
or wrong guesses, Final count made on totals. Contradictory and not always fair, 
but a good idea and fun, particularly for a larger group, $1.59 
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January 3 
Ford, Leslie THE SIMPLE WAY OF POISON Farrar « Rinehart 
* First rate entertainment in a deductive mystery - with plenty of violent 


deaths - and some of the characters that appeared in J/l ket By Moonlight, - partic- 
ularly Colonel Primrose, Sergeant Buck and Grace, the 3¢-year old widow who tells the 
story. The setting is Georgetown. $2.00 


January 26 
Gregory, Jackson POWDER SMOKE Dodd, Mead 


Average Western, with plenty of action. Foul deeds ‘have built a fortune 
and the ganjster in chief has a beautiful daughter, who hides out with ‘his pursuer, 
when she learns of his misdeeds. Ultimately, she discovers the facts about her birth - 


and all is well. Romance - adventure —- mystery. $2.00 
January 27 
Wells, Carolyn — THE MISSING LINK Lippincott 


An improvement on the last two Wells’ titles, though much of it is guess- 
able. Another poison murder case - and another Fleming Stone story. One murder - 
by prussic acid; the man's widow is taken on a cruise, and another victim dies of X- 


ray burning. The solution, though far-fetched, is made credible. $2.00 
February 1 
Keeler, Harry Stephen FINGER! FINGER! Dutton 


Frankly, we are wearying somewhat of the interlocking mysteries of Mr. 
Keeler, each dependent on some preceding book for its start, and somewhat overlong 
and ponderous in development, This tells of the struggles to secure the 13th Con- 


fucius coin. $2.50 
February @ 

Christie, Agatha DEATH ON THE NILE Dodd, Mead 

* One of her best. Poirot, again on vacation, falls foul of a murder on 


board a Nile river steamer, followed by two successive murders, obviously connected. 
A sophisticated group, an ingenious plot, clever deduction, swift—paced narrative. A 
little romance on the side lends glamour. First rate entertainment. S.E.P. $2.00 


es 


February 14 
Offord, Lenore Glen MURDER ON RUSSIAN HILL Macrae Smith 


San Francisco and suburbs form the background of an entertaining yarn in 
which an omnivorous detective story fan gets involved in a real murder, and gets in 
trouble with all her friends when she goes to the Inspector about it. Likable amateur 
sleuth. $2.00 


March 9 
Foster, Bennett BADLANDS Morrow 


Not up to Morrow standard of Westerns. Mediocre tale of a youth who re- 
turns too late to take over his juardian's ranch, who falls into bad ‘hands, extri-_ 
cates himself, and saves the ranch - and its owner ~- from the plans of the super- 
intendent. : $2.00 
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March 9 


Homes, Geoffrey THE MAN WHO MURDERED GOLIATH Morrow 


Good reading but not much of a teaser. Robin Bishop, reporter and suc~ 
cessful amateur sleuth, prevents the third of a series of murders in Los Pinos and 
untangles the deaths of a wealthy man and a newspaper editor. $2.00 


March 11 


Latimer, Jonathan THE DEAD DON'T CARE Doubleday, Doran 


Better than most, but not Latimer at ‘his best (Headed for a Hearse and 
The Lady in the Morgue). ard drinking detective from a private agency called in 
on case involving threatening letters, kidnapping and blackmail, and finds that the 
brother's debts are responsible for the kidnapping of the sister. Setting Florida. 
$2.00 


MUST BOOKS 
Non - Fiction 
March yrs 


Maugham, W. Somerset. THE SUMMING UP Doubleday, Doran 


* Autobiographical, but not a routine autobiography. Adroitly, the salient 
facts of his life are worked into his "summing up” of his experience, philosophy, 
theory of the theatre, the novel, the wisdom of life. Stimulating, honest, unflagg- 
ingly interesting to any reader who likes to study the inner.life and thought pro- 
cesses of a writer. Maugham is fully aware of ‘his place in English letters, and 
accepts it as the thing he set out to be and do. He wrote because ‘he had ‘to write; 
plays came easily because dialogue was child's play to-‘him; the audience, the reading 
public were essential to him, and'‘he could not write for his own eye alone but must 
always sense his public, whether through the critics or the popular pulse. He trav— 
eled, because he found ‘himself better away from England. He accepts life as a com- 
promise with one's limitations. Good reading, philosophical and critical commentary, 
rather than anything of literary gossip. Those ‘hoping for the ‘human aspects of ‘his 
contacts and experiences in life will be disappointed. $2.50 


yh te 
a icaes March 24 oro. sth 


Peattie, Donald Culross PRAIRIE GROVE Simon & Schuster 


* An extraordinary book - a beautiful book - but at times almost an incom-— 
prehensible book. Fiction? Fact? It is difficult to pigeonhole it, but the pub-— 
lishers are issuing it as non-fiction. This is the story of a place,a grove with 

all nature compressed in one small spot of beauty, with the tide of westward passage 
sweeping over and around and through it. Starting with the early Indian settlers, | 
then the coming of the French, then a new Indian tribe. The approach of the covered 
wagons and the first white settlers, and the story of the Goodners, the founding of 
a frontier race. The Atlantic is bringing out three installments of it, which will | 
give it an impetus in the field of intellectual readers. Peattie's name means sales, 
to a discriminating market. This is a book with a real chance for build-up among the 
wider reading public who read (or buy) on "snob appeal". $3.00. 


2,50 
Sure Bets - Nil! 


THE LADY AND THE PANDA by Ruth Harkness (Carrick & Evans) may take hold; OVER THE 
NORTH POLE by G. Baidukov (Harcourt, Brace) deserves a good sale; DANGER IS MY BUSI-~ 
NESS by Capt, Craig (Simon & Schuster) is a good job. See below for reports. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


January il 


A. E. THE LIVING TORCH Macmillan 


An anthology of all kinds of ‘hitherto’ unpublished work by Russell, poet, 
philosopher, literary critic, painter, economist, mystic, ‘humanitarian. His editor, 
Monk Gibbon, ‘has written a long introduction, and this - and the extracts themselves ~- 
reveal A. BE. as a tireless worker with something of the Olympian, focussing primarily 
on intangible, paralleling the spirit and life of Blake. The extracts range in length 
from a few sentences to several pages, and in substance and subject matter through 
literature, criticism, aesthetics, personalities, symbolism, politics, religion, the 
Irish question, economics. Yeats, Stephens, Blake, Joyce, Tagore, Shaw, Gandhi, Tol- 
stoi, Jung, Masefield, Swinburne and many others touched upon in this volume show the 
range of his contacts and interests. A book.important for libraries and colleges, 


and for anyone interested in Irish literature and in the subjects with which ‘he was 


concerned. $4.00 


- January 13 


Wilder, Lucy THE MAYO CLINIC ‘Harcourt, Brace 


Originally published in 1936, it is now brought up to date, with relisting 
of the staff, improvements, history of clinic, methods of operation, etc. ‘Consid- 
erably enlarged and revised, and illustrated by Ruth Barney. Notify medical pro- 
fession. $1.50 


Stirling, Edward THE RAG PICKER OF PARIS or The Hodest Modiste Lippincott 
Revised and re-edified by Christopher Horley 


Old time theatre, more to be read than seen (unless it could be adapted to 
burlesque revival as in the not very different Streets of New York). A rag picker 
adopts an orphan child, who grows up beautiful, virtuous and poor. A Beau Brummel 
falls in love with her, and ~- after an interim of scandal - wealth and society are 
brought to face justice and the modest modiste gets her money and ‘her man. Old 
School villain - old school ‘heroine, Victorian melodrama, inspired by current French 
theatre. Limited market. $1.00 


January 14 


Harkness, Ruth THE LADY AND THE PANDA Carrick & Evans 


Just before Christmas a juvenile was published, telling the story of the 
baby panda in the Chicago zoo. Now comes the true story of the capture of the paida, 
by a woman wholly untrained in scientific methods, inexperienced in expeditionsof 
any sort. Her husband's untimely death made her determined to carry through ‘his 
project of securing a giant panda, and overcoming all red tape and obstacles in China 
she set forth - and in brief space of time, secured a baby panda, which she brought 
safely back to this country. The expedition background is fairly routine material; 
the handling of the panda and the steps by which she kept it alive and healthy make 
delightful and original reading. $2.50 


Reynolds, H. Atwood COMPLETE BOOK OF MODERN CRAFTS Greenberg 


First rate how-to-do book, covering almost every conceivable craft in com- 
mon use today among men and boys, women and girls. Simple directions, charts and 
drawings illustrated tools and methods — and results. A book for club rooms, li- 
braries, schools, etc. List of places to secure materials. Includes mask making, 
marionettes, shadow plays, photography, clay modelling, gesso craft, pottery, teather- 
craft, art metalcraft, celluloid craft, paper craft, greeting cards, party novelties, 
lantern and lamp making, block printing, spatter printing, stencilling, dyeing, paint- 
ing, carving, weaving, and so on. $2.50 
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‘January 20 


Martelli, George ITALY AGAINST THE WORLD Harcourt, Brace 


A serious and complete overhauling of the Abyssinian war, its roots in 
back ‘history, its military aspects, its economic and international aspects. France's 
gestures of friendship, England's hesitancy and ultimate position, the failure of 
the League. Objective and fair, the author takes no sides, and is open in-his crit~ 
icism. As correspondent to the London Morning Post, he was close to the situation, 
and has dug deep into motives, causes ~ and results. ‘He feels that ‘Italy has bitten 
off more than she can chew and should be quiescent for some time to come, but that 
the whole episode ‘has implications beyond the ‘Italian phases of the matter. A book 
for those interested in close study of every straw in the wind of modern internation- 
al politics and economics. $3.75 


January 25 


Whitman, Edmund S. THOSE WILD WEST INDIES ‘Sher idan House 


Colloquial, almost slangy, fast-paced and very modern book about the high 
points of the West Indies. Not a conventional travel bock, since each chapter takes 
up one phase or another of the island ports - the ‘heat, the bars, fishing, animals, 
music, banana plantation life, archeolosy, adventurers and ‘historic figures of the 
past, the lotteries, clothes, and so on. Central America, Panama, Jamaica, Haiti, 
Cuba are the places he knows, through fifteen years living among them. Entertaining 
reading, as background and color, with much of the beauty, and much of the disillu- 
sion, and little (except incidentally) of the history, or the places to see, or the 
things to do (outside the bars and clubs, which come in for more than their share). 


Not a "one book on the West Indies" - but another facet. $3,00 
January 27 

Baidukov, George CVER THE NORTH PCLE ‘Harcourt, Brace 

* This is fascinating reading and quite different from any other "flight" 


book I ‘have chanced to read. The story of the flight across the Pole of the three 
‘Soviet fliers. Detailed, personal, human, written with flashes of humor and with 
the adventure spirit and enthusiasm that made the flight possible. He starts with 
the preparation and the uncertainty as to whether the flight would be sanctioned 
by Stalin; the take-off; the long hours of the flight itself, waging intermittent 
warfare against the forces of ice and ‘storm. Very detailed, and not a dull moment 
in it. Translated from the Russian by Jessica Smith. Preface by Vilhjalmur Stef- 
ansson. $1.50 


Sandburg, Carl SMOKE AND STEEL and SLABS OF THE SUNBURNT WEST Harcourt, Brace 


* An important contribution to the Sandburg shelf, this one volume edition 
of two early collections of verse. Much of it is familiar in anthologies; there is 
a good deal that has been undeservedly lost sight of. Shows the vitality of the 


man and the poet, and strengthens his established position. $2.75 
February 83 
Rhodes, Henry T. F. THE CRIMINALS WE DESERVE Oxford 


Semi-sociological in approach, but with much of the material those who 
like true detective material will appreciate. The author presents present day 
criminology (primarily European in substance and cases), and blames modern civili- 
zation for the type of criminal activities. Shows how sensational publicity etc., 




















January 1, 1938 NON-FICTION - 9~- 





contribute to wrong educational set-up. Covers various types of crime, ~ murder, 
arson, drug smuggling, pick-pocketing and larceny, gangster organization (and a few 
American specialties such as lynching). He touches upon modern methods of detection. 
‘His viewpoint is not an optimistic one and he pleads for better educational methods 


and wider social consciousness. $2.50 


February 8 


Belbenoit, Rene DRY GUILLOTINE Dutton 


A petty thief, sentenced to eight years in French Guinea, Belbenoit served 
fifteen years of hell, before he escaped to Trinidad, in‘his fifth attempt. This is 
an inside picture of the life, the conditions under which the prisoners were kept, 
the tortures, punishments, discipline, the daily round. A good deal is revealed of 
the sordid, perverted side. Something of the organization, the bribery and graft 
that go on. The author's very puniness saved his life, for he was in hospital fre- 
quently, and saved some heavy labor. A sensational handling of material made fairly 
familiar by Blair Niles and others. The prisoner, having escaped to Trinidad, ulti- 
mately made his way to America. $3.00 


February 14 


Arlitt, Ada Hart THE ADOLESCENT Whittlesey House 


Excellent general treatment of the psychological and physical problems of 
adolescence, for the parent or teacher. Not a book to give the adolescent. Approach- 
es the subject from a sane point cf view, and virtually ignores the abnormalities, 
assuming that deviations are to be expected and are a passing phase. The author dis- 
cusses the physical aspects briefly--this section would have stood some amplification. 
Then goes in more detail into the emotional aspects, the causes in mental — physical 
unbalance, in gland conditions, in situations in school, in social life, in the fam- 
ily. Suggests handling by parents and family and teachers, with sufficient cases to 
point up her arguments. Not specific enough on some points, but in general a wise 
presentation of the problem ~ and of why modern life has made it a problem —- and of 
ways to meet it. $2.00 


February 21 


Levy, Prof. ‘H. A PHILOSOPHY FOR A MODERN MAN Knopf 


An attempt to bring philosophy down to the level of the average man, to 
make it a usable thing in every day life. All very well in theory, but the ideas 
are presented on so academic a plane that Mr. Average Man will never break the shell 
and get at the kernel. He analyzes his assumptions, ‘his terms; he relates theory to 
behavior patterns, to science, to history, to social sciences. ‘He attempts to ra-— 
tionalize a working philosophy with the contradictions of modern life. Unfortunately, 
there are cnly occasional points at which he breaks through to the level of the aver- 
age reader, or makes it readable for the norm of the general public. $2.50 


February 24 
Pearson, Hesketh & Kingsmill, Hugh SKYE ‘HIGH oxford 


The record of a tour through Scotland in the wake of Samuel Johnson and 
James Boswell. To be sure such was the intention, but the tour took many side paths, 
.("yarrowings"), and buses and steamers and various modern means of locomotion were 
employed to ease the way. With occasional connecting links of description and ex- 
planation, the book is primarily a series of dialogues dealing with everything under 
the sun, ~ literature, sports, Sherlock Holmes, and now and again references and 
discussions of Boswell's and Johnson's points of view. Not a guidebook, but delight- 
ful reading for anyone who knows the Hebrides. Human, humorous, refreshingly dif- 
ferent. $3.00 
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Hotson, Leslie I, WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE Oxford 


Hotson, detective among scholars, writes a book for the most meticulous of 
research men, a book whose sole purpose is to prove the identity of the Thomas Russell 
appointed by Shakespeare as overseer of ‘his will. His hope is that this investiga~- 
tion would throw new light on Shakespeare, and he traces down clue after clue, proving 
ultimately that he was not the metallurgist commonly reputed to be the same man, but 
a neighbor of Shakespeare's, one of the Essex-Southampton circle, and by devious routes 
he reveals small bits about his life. The case in point is well proved, but the re- 
sults as regards Shakespeare are meager. Cld documents - letters - etc. For refer- 
ence shelves. $3.00 ,;- 


\ 3 mes: 
a\v ear Fe flonan, Puel 


Craig, Capt. John DANGER ‘IS MY BUSINESS ‘Simon & Schuster 


* (Reported November 15, 1937 - page 52@). "Good armchair adventure reading 
in the biography of a man who’has seen the world through various approaches, - pleas-— 
ure trips, ‘hunting in India, making under water pictures for the films, ‘holding va— 
rious cinema jobs in Pacific waters, in Mexico, etc. Discussion of diving experiences 
and the project of diving for Lusitania treasures. New types of diving suits, use of 
helium gas, etc. discussed. Full of interest and well told. For Ellsberg and Beebe 
markets, with plus sale for boys." $3.00 


These Books Received Too Late For Report In Earlier |ssues 


Announcing December Publication 


Odets, Clifford GOLDEN BOY Kandom ‘House 
The major box-office success of Odets' career, to date, this play about a 
prize fighter, now available in book form. $2.00 
January 5 
Collings, Kenneth JUST FOR THE HELL OF IT ~ , Dodd, Mead 


Autobiographical account of a many-faceted life. As a boy, Collings was 
fired with the desire to fly through seeing the Wright Brothers, and when his father 
lost a political job in Washington, the son joined the national guard, and eventually 
got overseas with the marine aviation corps. Later -— Haiti ~ smallpox epidemic ~- 
stunt flights. Ultimately, he resigned and led an unstable life, one job and another, 
until he got into journalism, which took him to Abyssinia and later to Soviet Russia. 
Superficial, third rate ,colloquial in style and definitely cheap in manner and matter. 

$2.75 


it 
|-$ 
Huxley, Aldous - edited by AN ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF PACIF ESM Harper 


Valuable contribution to the understanding of pacifism. Every argument 
conceivably raised against it is presented and answered. The specific programs of 
the Peace Pledge Union and War Registers' International are considered. Terse, to 
the point, v rtually unanswerable in its logic and clarity. An astonishing amount 
of ground covered in brief compass. Call to attention of women's clubs, etc, 


$ - 50 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES 'IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


White, E. L, - THE ELEPHANT NEVER FORGETS (Harper) from 1/19 to 1/5 
Frondaie, P. — PORT ARTHUR (Lippincott) from 1/27 to 2/17 


Clark, William-GALLANT JOHN BARRY (Macmillan) from 1/1@ to 2/23 

Elliott, Maud —- UNCLE SAM WARD'S CIRCLE (Macmillan) from 2/8 to 3/22 

Monroe, Harriet ~ Title from THE MEMOIRS OF HARRIET MONROE to A FOET'S LIFE 
(Macmillan). Date from 10/2@/37 to 3/29/38 


Makin, W.J. - THE QUEER MR. QUELL (McBride) Definite date 2/10 
Frolov, Y.P. - PAVLOV AND HIS SCHCOL (Oxford) Definite date 1/13 
Moborg, W. MEMORY OF YOUTH (Simon & Schuster) from 12/? to hate January 


Herndon, W.H.- (papers of) ~ THE HIDDEN LINCOLN (Viking) from 1/24 to 2/11 
There will be a de luxe, illustrated edition limited to 150 


copies at $15.00 
Zweig, S. ~- Title to CONQUEROR OF THE SEAS from LORD OF LIFE AND DEATH 


(Viking ) 


Tietz & Weichert-THE ART AND SCIENCE OF MARRIAGE (Whittlesey House) Price 
from $38.00 to $2.50 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - JANUARY 15th TO 31st 


January 17 =~ Lockhart, R.H.B. ~- A SON OF SCCTLAND (Putnam) 


January 19 ~ Prischauer, Paul - A GREAT ‘LORD (Random House) 
~ Kelland, C. B. ~— STAR RISING (Harper) 


January 20 ~ Brande, Dorothea ~ MY INVINCIBLE AUNT (Farrar & Rinehart) 
~ Chase, Stuart - THE TYRANNY OF WORDS (Harcourt, Brace) 


January 21 -— Ellsworth, Lincoln - BEYOND HORIZONS (Doubleday, Doran) 
~- Lewis, Sinclair ~ THE PRODIGAL PARENTS (Doubleday, Doran) 
~- Smith, A. W. —- THE SWORD AND THE ROSE (Little, Brown) 


January 24 ~ Vaszary, Gabor — MONTPI (Knopf) 

January 25 ~ Bush, Willard C. - FAHANG (Macmillan) 

January 26 ~ Anthony, Katherine ~ LOUISA MAY ALCOTT (Knopf) 

January 27 ~ Beidukov, George - OVER THE NORTH POLE (Harcourt, Brace) 


~ Sandburg, Carl - SMCKE AND STEEL and SLABS OF THE SUNBURNT WEST 
(Harcourt, Brace) 


Special Note 


Special note on promotion plans for Harvey Allen's ACTION IN AQUILA: 
posters, first editions, announcement cards - orders to be in by early 
January. 
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SUPPLEMENT ON FOREIGN BOOKS 


In cooperation with the dealer, B. Westermann Company, Inc., 24 West 4gth Street, 
New York, these titles in French, German, Italian and Russian have been selected 
for individual or group reading. _ The prices are necessarily tentative. Further 
information about these and other titles can be obtained from Westermann's. This 
list is suggested simply as a nucleus, and the information given about the individ- 
ual titles is intended as guide for selling. Plus sales might be secured through 
calling this service to the attention of your customers who are interested in for- 
eign books. 


eee 


French Books 


Bernanos, Georges NOUVELLE HISTOIRE DE MOUCHETTE Plon 
Another Story of Mouchette 


** This poignant story by one of the outstanding contemporary French novel- 
@ ists is not a sequel to the Soleil de Satan whose heroine was also named Mouchette, 
, but there is a parallel between the novels in that each portrays a child destined 
to live and die in "the same tragic solitude". Mouchette, wild cat and vagabond, 
in the fourteen years of her life has known nothing save squalor and degeneracy and 
poverty, her father a drunkard, her mother dying from too frequent child-bearing 
and ill treatment. Lost in a storm - she meets a smuggler, the first person to 
manifest any kindliness or solicitude toward her, but he rapes her. On this brutal 
framework Bernanos hangs an emotional drama of great power - the instinctive re- 
actions of this child, shamed, angered, who see only one issue to a conflict which 
is neither mental, nor moral, but primitive. Incapable of articulating her -humilia- 
tion, which lies in the violation of her pride rather than her chastity, she commits 
suicide. Although violent in theme, there is a contrasting delicacy in the telling 
as well as characterization which makes the story genuine and consequently compell- 
ing» About $ .85 


Bourdouxhe, Madeleine LA FEMME DE GILLES Gallimard 
The Wife of Giles” 


A simple, leisurely woman's novel - dealing with a familiar pattern yet 
varying it sufficiently to avoid the commonplace. Giles, after several years of 
a completely satisfactory marriage, becomes infatuated with his wife's sister, a 
worthless but tantalizing vixen. His wife, Elisa, aware of this adultery which is 
purely physical and transitory, plays the role of confidante, and through wisdom 
and sympathy attempts to win him back, stifling her own reactions. But as the wind 
veers and Giles returns to her, she is so worn from the double conflict that in a 
@ moment of emotional exhaustion she takes her life. A certain amount of insight in 
the analysis of man and wife, and an unexpected twist at the finale give the story 
individuality. About $1.25 
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Duhamel, Georges LE DESERT DE BIEVRES Mercure De France. 
The Desert of Bievres (Edition Sequana) 


A fifth novel in the series ~ Chronique Des Pasquier ~- which does not re— 
quire, however, any familiarity with the preceding volumes. This is the story of a 
retreat from everyday life, when eight young men decide to build a new world within 
four walls, a world free from material cares and animosity of all kinds. They rent 
a house at Bievres, set up a printing press through which they will derive their 
communal income, and anticipate complete harmony through friendship and solidarity. 
By the very nature of man — it is proved impossible. The daily aggravations, petty 
treacheries, suspicions, lead to the disintegration of this modern Utopia. There is 
both wit and wisdom throughout - not to mention a philosophic undercurrent which 
makesthis provocative reading, though quiet. About $1.00 


Jouglet, Rene LE FEU AUX POUDRES Grasset 
Igniting The Fuse 


An exciting and timely adventure story of present day China - at the out— 
break of the "undeclared" war with Japan. Lauderdale, British special agent, is the 
principal character ~ attempting to prevent hostilities between the two countries 
which will injure English interests in China, In love with the sister-in-law of 
General Chen, Cantonese warlord who is aggravating the situation and provoking 
Chiang—Kai-shek to unite with him against Japan, Lauderdale is betrayed to Chen by 
his Chinese mistress - and though once saved by a Russian representative, he dies 
at the turning point of an international flare-up. Based on fairly sound factual 
background, filled with international intrigue, a vigorous picture of China in ten- 


sion, all combine to raise this far above the usual run of "derring-do" yarns. 
About $1.10 


Maeterlinck, Maurice DEVANT DIEU Bibliotheque Charpentier 
Before God 
* A stimulating if sometimes provoking collection of philosophical comments 


on mankind in relation to death, eternity, and God. Faradoxical, equivocal, often 
self-—contradictory ~ there is nonetheless an essentially rational basis for the 
majority of these random reflections in the form of rhetorical questions. There is 
nothing conclusive to any of his statements ~ God is at one point solely the prod- 
uct of man's imagination, at another a divine judge to be condemned for man's sins, 
etc. - Both the author's name and the content will arouse greater interest than 

this type of work usually receives, and it is not limited to a religious market. 

Man in general, cause and effect, morality and ethics, all are included in this 
miscellany by a skeptical but brilliant casuist. About - $1.00 


. ? 
Maurois, Andre LA MACHINE A LIRE LES PENSEES Gallimard 
The Hind-Reading Machine 


* Maurois at his gayest and wittiest in a different genre - a parody of 
mankind in general and specifically American university life. Dumoulin takes a 

chair at the university of Westmouth for a year and through a colleague becomes in- 
volved in his invention of a mind-reading machine, "Fsiki", which drastically in- 
fluences university activities, his marital relationship, and so on. After a brief 
commercial success, the public's interest in "Psiki" wanes - finding that revela- 
tions of the subconscious contain only a partial verity. There is satire, philosophy, 
with keen acumen throughout presented in light and frivolous manner. About $1.10 
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Vollard, Ambroise SOUVENIRS D'UN MARCHAND DE TABLEAUX Albin Michel 
Souvenirs of a Picture Dealer 






* An essential item for any customer interested in modern art - this very 
informal, casual potpourri of anything and everything concerning the impressionists 
the past forty years. Born at the l'Ile de Reunion, Vollard studied law at Mont- 
Fellier and Paris, but immediately became a picture dealer, starting with less than 
200 francs. Today the acknowledged authority on Renoir, Van Gogh, Degas, Daumier, 
Cezanne, Derain, Picasso, Matisse, Rodin, and so on, he tells of his acquaintances 
with the various artists, random conversations, deals, anecdotes ~ from the time 
when he sold with difficulty one of their pictures for 150 frances, today worth that 
much in thousands. Personalities he has known in other fields, Zola, Verlaine, 
Mallarme,— his lecture trips to various countries, the books he edited and others 
he wrote, the evolution of art from impressicnism to cubism, these are the princi- 
pal topics he covers. An important book today that will be equally valuable in the 
future. Illustrated with photographs. 

Published in 19396 by Little, Brown. About $5.00 


German Books 

































Baumer, G. ADELHEID - Rainer Wundelich Verlag- 
Adelheid Tubingen 
* A biography of Queen Adelheid, "mother of kingdoms", which makes old world 


history seem alive. Adelheid, the wife of Otto the Great, queen and regent of me- 
? dieval Germany, is presented to the general public for the first time in this book. 
@ The emphasis throughout is on the all important question of the relationship of this 
} tenth century ruler to the Church. Adelheid, ruler and politician, was the first 
monarch to realize the problem that existed between the papacy and the state. The 


biography makes no controversial parallel to present day Germany. About $4.00 
Billinger, R. DAS VERSCHENKTE LEBEN S. Fischer Verlag 
The Gift of Life Berlin 


A rather fantastic story of a circus rider, Pedro, who — after the death 
of his favorite horse -— returmshome to his mother and to a quiet peasant life. But 
when about to settle down to the tranquility of everyday events, he meets the devil 
in the guise of a gypsy. When his mother becomes critically ill, Fedro gives him- 
self to the devil in exchange for his mother's life. From that time on Pedro is 
defeated in all he attempts, and the continual frustration of his various hopes and 
efforts leads to his personal failure, both physical and moral. An obvious varia- 


tion of the Faustus theme. About $2.00 

Lehmann, Lotte ANFANG UND AUFSTEIG Herbert Reichner Verlag- 
Beginning and Rise Leipzis 

* Rarely does one find a book of reminiscences so vital and so engaging as 


this one, random notes made on various long train journeys when on tour in America, 
The child of a humble official in a little German town, she tells of her earliest 
recollections there, then of her schooling in Berlin. Through the insistence of a 
neighbor, she was sent to Fraulein Tiedke and began a long period of training for 
her eventual career as a singer. Many difficulties, both personal and financial, 
@ arose and were surmounted before she received universal acclaim as a Lieder—singer. 
Hamburg, Vienna, Paris, London, New York, and Salzburg occasion the majority of 
these reminiscences, and she pays senerous tribute to the fellow-artists she has 
known well, Toscanini, Bruno Walter, Caruso, Geraldine Farrar, etce The whole is 
written with warmth and fluency, and there is great charm throughout in its simple 
artlessness and sincerity. About $2.50 
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IN'S DRITTE GLIED Deutsche Verlage Anstalt 


Zohn, E. 
Unto the Third Generation Berlin’ 


A family saga of three generations, laid in Switzerland, tracing the lives 
of a gentleman farmer, Melk Obermatt, and his children. Tied to the soil and to the 
traditions of the country peasant, Obermatt trusted that his only son would carry on 
his life work, only to find him a wastrel, He is also let down by ‘his grandchildren - 
but finally rewarded by Bruna, the natural daughter of his son and a servant girl who 
alone upholds the beliefs and standards of the grandfather. Written with great color 
and vigor, in dedication to the present generation. About $2.00 


Italian Books 


Calzini, R. TRIONFI E DISFATTI DI NUOVA YORK Casa Ceschina - 
Merits and Defects of New York Milano 
* In actuality, a biography of New York City, wherein the author with in- 


genuity and humor depicts the New York he has seen and understood, never unduly 
enthusiastic or, on the other hand, hypercritical. There is an ‘interesting bird's- 
eye-view of the city as a whole as well as the sections devoted to various nation- 
alities and groups such as Harlem, Chinatown, Grecnwich Village, The life and 
customs of the inhabitants of different classes are scattered throughout, and al- 
though he deals primarily with present day life, he inserts background material on 
18th and igth century New York. There are absorbing sidelights on the skyscrapers 
and their history, modern art, the Metropolitan Opera House and its singers, but he 
omits entirely the more sensational aspects of the city, Broadway, night clubs, etc. 


Engrossing reading as well as revealing. Illustrated with several photographs. 
About $2.00 


Cecchi, &. CORSE AL TROTTO R. Bemporad- 
Race At A Trot Firenze 


A book of short stories - or rather fantasies, dreams, fairy tales in 
fiction guise, touching on anything and everything. Although occasionally pro- 
vocative, the majority lack substance and hold one's attention only for the moment. 
The author is unfortunately always in the foreground and there is little that is 


distinctive in the handling. About $1,00 
Cipolla, A. MELOGRANO D'ORO R. Bemporad~ 
Golden Pomegranate Firenze 


A novel about Ethiopia through which the customs, life, costumes, etc. of 
the various tribes are revealed. Here is the romance of the young and beautiful 
princess Golden Pomegranate, daughter of a small tribal chief, who becomes the bride 
of the Negus. The psychology of the Negro race, their superstitions, beliefs, dip- 
lomacy, and intrigues ~ which the author knows well ~ make the book fascinating 
reading. Although the time is the present, the author is careful to avoid mention 
of the Italian invasion, and although there are white characters in the story, 


neither nationality nor identity is indicated. Unusually nice bookmaking job. 
About $2.00 


D'Ambra, L. CONVERSAZIONI DI MEZZANOTTE A. Mondadori 
Conversation at Midnight Milano 
* Perhaps the most beautiful Italian book of the year, this story of a man 


who loses ‘his son in the war and turns toward his younger child, only to meet com- 
plete lack of understanding and disinterest. D'Ambra is an excellent psychologist, 
and this portrait of despair and frustration is a moving one, with marked spiritual 
implications. The author is rated as one of the foremost writers of modern Italy 

and justly so. About $2.00 
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Mascagni, Emi S'INGINOCCHI LA PIU PICCINA Fratelli Treves - 
Kneel, Littlest One Milano 
* An intimate picture of the great composer, Mascangni, by his young daugh- 


ter. This is the record of one year in Paris spent with her father, and is partic- 
ularly delightful in that the man and their life together ars portrayed through the 
eyes of a fifteen year old girl. Asaclose friend of d'Annunzio, exiled in Faris at 
time, there are sketches of the famous writer as well as those of ‘her father. Every- 
day events - anecdotes - mostly personal - they are nonetheless engaging reading. 
(There is no analysis or criticisms of his music). About $2.00 


Rosa, 7.G. DONNE INQUIETE Fratelli Treves-— 
Restless Women Milano 


A book of short stories, modern in tone, snapshots of women's lives through 
which medium the author depicts one level of society and one era. Mr. Rosa ‘has keen 
insight into feminine psychology and has succeeded in showing the multiple feelings 
and reactions of a woman faced by all types of situations, whether in relation to her 
father, brother, son, husband or lover. Both skilful and artistic in handling. 

About - $2:i00 


Russian Books 


Anthology ENERGY Moskow — 1937 


This book was published as the result of a competition conducted by the 
Moscow Imperial Publishing Company. The contest stipulated that each author reflect 
the maximum "energy" in the life and work of a Soviet citizen in his story. The 
stories deal with everyday life in all strata, - professor, lawyer, farmer, factory 
‘hand, all are represented. Although definitely propagandist, the worry and uncer— 
tainty of life today in the U.S.S.R. can be glimpsed between the lines and the ‘stor- 
ies ‘hardly do justice to the optimistic title. About $2.00 


Makarenko, A. BOOK FOR PARENTS Moskow ~ 1937 


An obviously partisan picture of the educational system in the U.S.S.-R, 
today, showing how the old principles and patterns had been completely wiped out and 
an entirely new theory of education evolved and put into practice. The new system, 
still in process of reconstruction, is ~- albeit liberal ~ vague and theoretical, in 
many respects primitive and chaotic. In contrast to the individualistic methods of 
education practised in America, this book should prove of interest, to parent as well 
as pedagogue. About $1.50 


Rain, G. E. FROM EXPERIENCE Paris, 1937 


A book of short stories, part reminiscence; by a member of the Imperial 
Academy of Russia, which form a vivid picture of czarist Russia. All classes enter 
in, and he is unbiased in his presentation of the defects as well as merits of the 
ezarist regime. He is particularly adroit in his descriptions of the countryside and 
the peasant people. Written with great ease and charm. About $3.00 












